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EDITOR’S REPORT FOR VOLUME 66 


I am pleased to report the publication of Madroño 
volume 66 by the California Botanical Society for 
2019. 

In my second year editing Madroño solo, I have 
attempted to keep Madroño on track and at the 
leading edge of peer reviewed, scientific publications 
in natural history. Highlights from this past year 
include publishing six full-length Contents articles, 
six formal Notes, nine Noteworthy Collections and 
four manuscripts describing New Species. 

After last year’s inaugural Open Access articles, 
we added several additional Open Access articles to 
the Madroño library including two in this very issue. 
Our contributions from graduate students continue 
to grow thanks to outreach efforts from the 
California Botanical Society Board and our mem- 
bership. In particular, Pd like to point out Rancho 
San Ana Botanic Garden Ph.D. candidate Keir 
Morse’s new species of Malacothamnus (issue #3) 
Nuri Benet-Pierce’s thorough graduate studies of 
“narrow leaved” Chenopodiums with Michael Simp- 
son (issue #2). 

Administratively, we have instituted a flat rate for 
color figures with a wavier option for special 
circumstances. We are grateful for the efforts of 32 
reviewers, several of which reviewed multiple contri- 
butions this past year. The list of reviewers found in 
this issue also includes numerous graduate students 
partaking in our reviewer-in-training program 
through California Botanical Society’s outreach 
program (aka The Botany Ambassadors). 

The average time from submission to publication 
for Madroño has dropped from eight months to less 
than seven months thanks to our reviewers and 


authors providing quick responses. We believe that 
Madroño is still the best outlet for western botanists 
to publish their discoveries in a timely fashion, while 
reaching a dedicated and passionate audience. We 
are always on the lookout for Special Issue topics 
and Guest Editors. | 

The efforts of numerous individuals are critical to 
the continued quality publication of Madroño. This 
year, I want to highlight the dedicated and detailed 
efforts of our Copy Editor, Dr. Alisa Hove. 
Although she no longer resides in the west (she is 
Professor at Warren Wilson College in North 
Carolina), her academic training (undergraduate at 
UC Davis, master’s at Humboldt State, and Ph.D. at 
University of California Santa Barbara) provides the 
solid foundation for her careful copy editing that 
goes well beyond spelling and grammar. As always, I 
am grateful to our Noteworthy Collections editor, 
David Keil, our Book Editor, Matt Ritter, our 
Indexer extraordinaire, Steve Timbrook, and the 
administrative support provided by Lynn Yamashita 
and Rachael Olliff-Yang. 

I find great pleasure in helping cultivate manu- 
scripts from the submission process to the printed 
copy that arrives in our mailboxes. Being on the 
forefront of discoveries in western botany and 
working with such astute and passionate authors 
and reviewers is a pleasure. Botany is alive and well 
in western North America! The evidence is in 
Madroño. Please continue to submit your work to 
the journal, recruit new authors, and have a great 
year. 

Justen Whittall 

November 2019 


